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„Users of this or any edition are 
warned that the textual variants 
presented by citations from Plato in 
later literature have not yet been as 
fully investigated as is desirable”.
Kenneth Dover, Plato Symposium, 
Cambridge, 1980, VII
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 1. Step:
 Word-by-word citations

 2. Step:
 Citations allowing free word order and flection

 3. Step (experimental):
 Paraphrases

Master plan of this subproject

Dienstag, 12. Mai 2009



3

 1. Step:
 Word-by-word citations

 2. Step:
 Citations allowing free word order and flection

 3. Step (experimental):
 Paraphrases

Master plan of this subproject

 Problem:
 short phrases (i.e. syntactical fragments) are di!cult to handle 

 Possible solutions:
 Using significant terms of Plato or his works
 Using author's name as fix points (like: “Plato said …“)
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Original – Plato, Timaeus 91b7ff.:

αἱ δ' ἐν ταῖς γυναιξὶν αὖ µῆτραί τε καὶ ὑστέραι λεγόµεναι διὰ τὰ αὐτὰ ταῦτα ζῷον 
ἐπιθυµητικὸν ἐνὸν τῆς παιδοποιίας ὅταν ἄκαρπον παρὰ τὴν ὥραν χρόνον 
πολὺν γίγνηται χαλεπῶς ἀγανακτοῦν ϕέρει καὶ πλανώµενον πάντῃ κατὰ τὸ 
σῶµα τὰς τοῦ πνεύµατος διεξόδους ἀποϕράττον ἀναπνεῖν οὐκ ἐῶν εἰς ἀπορίας 
τὰς ἐσχάτας ἐµβάλλει καὶ νόσους παντοδαπὰς ἄλλας παρέχει µέχριπερ ἂν 
ἑκατέρων ἡ ἐπιθυµία καὶ ὁ ἔρως συναγαγόντες οἷον ἀπὸ δένδρων καρπὸν 
καταδρέψαντες ὡς εἰς ἄρουραν τὴν µήτραν ἀόρατα ὑπὸ σµικρότητος καὶ 
ἀδιάπλαστα ζῷα κατασπείραντες καὶ πάλιν διακρίναντες µεγάλα ἐντὸς 
ἐκθρέψωνται καὶ µετὰ τοῦτο εἰς ϕῶς ἀγαγόντες ζῴων ἀποτελέσωσι γένεσιν.

Example
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Found at the following authors:

• Joannes Philoponus Phil., In libros de generatione animalium commentaria (4015: 007)

• Joannes Stobaeus Anthologus, Anthologium (2037: 001)

• Galenus Med., De locis affectis libri vi (0057: 057)
• Galenus Med., De semine libri ii (0057: 021)

• Pseudo-Galenus Med., Ad Gaurum quomodo animetur fetus (0530: 006)
• Pseudo-Galenus Med., Ad Gaurum quomodo animetur fetus (0530: 006)

Example
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- Small deviations:

αἱ δὲ ἐν ταῖς γυναιξὶν (-) µῆτραί τε καὶ ὑστέραι λεγόµεναι δι' αὐτὰ ταῦτα ζῶον 
ἐπιθυµητικὸν ἐὸν τῆς παιδοποιΐας ὅτ' ἂν ἄκαρπον παρὰ τὴν ὥραν χρόνον πολὺν 
γίνηται χαλεπῶς ἀγανακτοῦν ϕέρει καὶ πλανώµενον πάντῃ κατὰ τὸ σῶµα τὰς τοῦ 
πνεύµατος διεξόδους ἀποϕράττον ἀναπνεῖν οὐκ ἐῶν εἰς ἀπορίας τὰς ἐσχάτας 
ἐµβάλλει καὶ νόσους παντοδαπὰς ἄλλας παρέχει (...)
(Galenus Med., De locis affectis libri vi (0057: 057))

- Only significant terms remain:

ἐοίκασι γὰρ οὕτως ὥσπερ ὁ !"#$%&  εἶπεν
αἱ µῆτραί τε καὶ ὑστέραι λεγόµεναι καθάπερ τι ζῶον παιδοποιΐας ἐπιθυµητικὸν 
ὑπάρχειν καὶ διὰ τοῦτο ἕλκειν τε πρὸς ἑαυτὰς τὸ σπέρµα καὶ περιπτυσσοµένας 
κατέχειν ὥς που καὶ αὐτὸ τοῦτο προϕανῶς αὐτοῖς τοῖς ἀνδράσι πολλάκις ὑπῆρξεν 
αἰσθέσθαι δίκην σικύας ἰατρικῆς εἴσω τὸ αἰδοῖον ἐπισπωµένων αὐτῶν
(Galenus Med., De semine libri ii (0057: 021))

Example
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Importance of graphsimilar terms:

Example
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Visualisation: Citation graph

(Source:Taken from work of F. Cheema, G. Scheuermann)
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Visualisation: Broadening of citations I

Time

700 BC 600 BC 500 BC 400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC

(Source:Taken from work of F. Cheema, G. Scheuermann)
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Visualisation: Broadening of citations II

(Source:Taken from work of F. Cheema, G. Scheuermann)

Time

700 BC 600 BC 500 BC 400 BC 300 BC 200 BC 100 BC

Dienstag, 12. Mai 2009



11

Application to:

 other works of Plato

 other Greek authors

 translation to Latin

 modern languages

 i.e. plagiarisms

Possible  fields of application
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